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2022 TEEN DIVERSITY ESSAY CONTEST

2022 ESSAY WINNERS

1st Place:
lan Patton — “How To Be a Good White Person ”

2nd Place:
Colin Morgeson — “Villains of Our Stories"

3rd Place:
Leigh Foran — “Embracing Privilege to Tackle Racism ”

2022 Essay Challenge

“Why can it be so difficult to talk about race? Trevor Noah, award winning comedian, writer, and television host from
South Africa, says “... the first thing we have to do in any conversation is figure out what the words mean in the
conversation that we’re having.”

In 1000 words or fewer, describe what you would like to explain to people in your community who avoid or struggle with
talking about race or acknowledging systemic racism, or who apply a colorblind approach to issues.”
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1st Place: lan Patton
“How To Be A Good White Person”



How To Be a Good White Person [1st Place]

| don’t identify with my race. My whiteness is inherently a part of who | am and
how | move through the world, but the way | see myself, mind and body, has next to
nothing to do with my race. When | look in the mirror, | recognise my face, my hair, my
skin. But | don’t see whiteness.

This isn’t a claim that I'm somehow raceblind. There’s a difference, for me, at
least, between identifying with your race and identifying as your race. The former
implies a deeper connection to the label, one that means the additional connection to a
community. But whiteness doesn’t come with a community. We have the ability to ignore
our race and develop a cultural identity completely separate from it simply because we
are treated as the default. We see people that we’'ve been taught to think look like us
everywhere, and they see us as ‘like them’. That’s part of what it means to live in a
white supremacist society. The white presence, even if it's not in the majority, is the
baseline, the standard. White people living within this society don’t have to do any work
to figure out their identity, they can live comfortably without thinking about race.

We don’t have to think about race. That’s an opportunity afforded uniquely to
white people. We're intrinsically seen as complete individuals, but this construction of
identity separate from race means that we lose individual facets as well as the access to
a community. The construct of race benefits us, and so questioning it doesn’t come
naturally, and most importantly, it's uncomfortable. Given a head start and an advantage
in every walk of life, we're desensitized to the feelings of white privilege. | notice it when
I’m taught by a nonwhite teacher, and suddenly whiteness doesn’t dominate the
classroom. | notice it when looking at a collage of presidents, and the forty fourth stands

out while the others spark no reaction. | notice it when | hear someone | know say
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2nd Place: Colin Morgeson
“Villains of Our Stories"
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3rd Place: Leigh Foran
“Embracing Privilege to Tackle Racism”



[3rd Place]
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